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ful attack of Alexander's cavalry on the right wing had mean-
while brought him so near to where the Great King stood in
his chariot, that Darius' courage forsook him, and he fled,
leaving his army in confusion. He also abandoned a group
of wailing women, whom Alexander discovered on his return
from the pursuit.

4 Thou hast', he wrote to Darius a little later, c only to come
to me to ask and receive thy wife and mother and children,
and whatever else thou mayest desire. And for the future,
whenever thou sendest, send to me as the Great King of Asia,
and do not write to me as an equal, but tell me whatever thy
need be as one that is lord of all that is thine. But if thou
disputest the kingdom, then wait and fight for it again, but
do not flee; for I will march against thee wherever thou
mayest be.'

Alexander now showed his wisdom by not following Darius
into the heart of Asia, but turning south, first of all to secure
Phoenicia and Egypt. Of the cities of the coast only Tyre
refused to submit, and its siege was perhaps the most difficult
of all Alexander's military undertakings.

Tyre, or rather the village which men still call Tyre, stands
on a little headland connected to the shore by a sandy
promontory. The city, in Alexander's time, was unconnected
with the land, and this promontory is the direct result of
Alexander's siege. Tyre is, in fact, described in literature
of the time of Rameses III as ' a city lying in the sea. Water
is carried to it in boats. It is richer in fish than in sand \
Certainly its siege by Alexander must have been the most
exciting and picturesque in the whole history of fortified
towns.

Alexander began to build a causeway out towards the island,
using stone from the ruins of Palaeotyros, an early prede-
cessor of the present city on the mainland. He had to build
wooden towers to protect his workmen, and these were repeat-
edly set on fire by Tyrian fireships. Next he brought up his
fleet, and partly by a fluke of weather put the Tyrian fleet
out of action. In the final attack, siege-engines were brought
up on huge rafts, while two triremes stood by, one filled with
hypaspists and the other bristling with the spears of the
phalanx. A wide 'breach' was made and the troops landed